
Ribble Life Together Key facts  
Area Ribble Catchment with specific focus areas. 

Outcomes Improved water quality: reduced diffuse 
pollution sources including faecal matter to 
improve coastal bathing waters. 
Improved biodiversity: increased riverine & 
other habitats, connectivity and re-

naturalisation. 
Reduced flood risk: using natural processes 
aid in reducing flood risk. 
Recreation: improved access and 
information for people to access rivers and 
streams. 
Education: increase awareness, engagement 
and  understanding of riverine heritage. 
Social: provide training, volunteering and 
other opportunities for all to become 
involved in improving and celebrating their 
river heritage. 
Economic: increased use of the catchment 
for tourism & recreation, as well as working 
with local businesses. 
Climate change: increase carbon 
sequestration and shading of streams. 
Partnerships: demonstrate how aligning 
partners activities can lead to a range of 
multiple benefits. 

Start date May 2015 

End date November 2016 

Project 
partners 

All members of the Ribble Life Partnership, 
including United Utilities, Environment 
Agency, RSPB, Forest of Bowland AONB, 
Forestry Commission, Natural England, 
Woodland Trust, Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust, Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority, NFU, RFCA, local councils 
and a number of community groups.   

Ribble Life Together is an ambitious project that brings together all 
members of the Ribble’s Catchment Based Approach partnership.  The 
project seeks to initially develop (from May 2015 to November 2016), and 
then deliver (from April 2017 to November 2020) a range of activities that 
will significantly improve the Ribble Catchment for people and wildlife. 

It uses “ecosystem services” principles to identify where in the catchment 
improvements are required that can be delivered through natural process 
providing a service to both the public and the environment, such as 
woodland creation to reduce flood risk or improved water quality at 
designated bathing waters.   In addition to natural processes, the principle 
can be used to identify where improving access will provide the most 
benefit and opportunities for people to access and enjoy their riverine 
environment. 

To identify where these services are needed, the partnership has shared a 
huge amount of data and evidence to allow a study to be completed to 
highlight specific target locations and areas.  This study has also included 
what information is currently available about the condition of these places 
and aided in the identification of key focus areas: 

 

The project seeks to galvanise the partnership through developing and 
agreeing a clear strategy and plan, with direct input from communities and 
stakeholders, that identifies where actions can be delivered to provide 
multiple benefits, not limited to any one habitat, social group, partner or 
objective.  This will guarantee that the greatest benefit is delivered by the 
partnership, but also sustain the improvements made to the Ribble 
Catchment and ensure their continuation throughout and beyond the 
lifespan of this project. 

 River Loud  Bashall Brook 

 Skirden Beck  Sabden Brook 

 River Hyndburn  Boyces Brook 

 Stock Beck  Park Brook 

 River Darwen  Tributaries of the Ribble Estuary 

 River Ribble around Settle  Trawden Brook 



 

Project Activities 
There is a range of activities that the project seeks to undertake, these 
vary from creating new habitats, to improving footpaths and an education 
programme.  Over the first 18 months the project will finalise this list of 
activities, and develop the finer detail (including costs) into a delivery 
phase plan.  A second application will be submitted to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund in November 2016, which if successful will see delivery of the plan.  
At present the aimed activities include: 

Contact the Ribble Rivers Trust on 01200 444452  
or email ribblelife@ribbletrust.com 

Creating and reconnecting habitat 

At the highest priority locations (those providing greatest benefit) 
deliver: 
 

Î 15 river connectivity projects, through the removal of weirs, or other 
fish passage projects. With the additional aim of reducing flood risk. 

Î 30 Woodlands to reduce impacts of climate change on streams, 
improve water quality (including at coastal bathing waters) and 
reduce flood risk. 

Î 30 Wetland features to improve water quality, increase the quantity 
of a priority habitat, and reduce flood risk. 

Training and education 

Provide a programme of training to increase the quantity, knowledge, and involvement of volunteers participating in 
monitoring, managing and improving the catchment: 
 

Î Including Invertebrate Surveys, River Walkovers, Fish Surveys, tree planting, fencing, as well as other skills. 
Î Run a diffuse pollution identification and reduction courses to provide professionals from the environment and 

agricultural sector to identify suitable ways to reduce diffuse pollution from agriculture. 
Î Build on existing education programmes such as River in the classroom, to deliver annual educational activities with and 

through teachers across a broad spectrum of ages linked to the national curriculum.   

Improve access and interpretation 

Create at least 15 circular river walks, for a range of physical abilities, to increase the number of people enjoying and 
using the natural environment and particularly rivers, including: 
Î Provide guides and interpretation to increase the knowledge people have of the river environment. 
Î Use innovative technology such as smart phones to display and capture information. 

Create an information hub 

Working with partners, community groups and individuals, create a hub of information about various aspects of the river 
environment: 
Î Create simple sub-catchment summaries of current condition and special features. 
Î Collate historical information related to rivers and streams. 
Î A place to share data and evidence to improve management of the catchment. 
Î Share information about “special” places of river interest. 

Increase the ‘River Experience’ 
Run events and activities that increase peoples knowledge of rivers, as well as provide 
opportunities for people to gain work experience and qualifications in all aspects of 
catchment management including: 
Î Work with Universities and Film Making clubs to produce short films about the   

“Hidden” underwater world of the Ribble. 
Î Have pop up stands across the catchment to engage with people and provide 

opportunities to learn about their river environment through interactive displays 
such as “River Tables”. 

Î Use bespoke aquarium to show the difference between good and bad river habitat. 



What’s involved 

So far Ribble Life Together is a detailed concept, that through the development phase the partnership will turn into a detailed 
delivery plan.  To achieve this the partnership will set up Task Groups to oversee the development of each individual activity.  To 
integrate the activities each task group will report back to the partnership board on progress and achievement of milestones. 
 

For each of the activities the Task Groups will have to: 
 

Î Finalise the specific locations  
Î Work with partners, stakeholders and communities to obtain detail including: 

Î Landowner and other relevant permissions 

Î Production of a detailed specification/design 

Î Statutory Consents 

Î Production of a management and maintenance plan 

Î Identify any constraints/risk to delivery 

Î Gather key information to enable the evaluation and  monitoring of each activity 

Î Provide evidence of the importance and need for each activity 

Î Identify who will deliver the activity 

Î Create a timetable for delivery of the activity 

Î Generate a budget for delivery, including identification of match funding 

Î A communications/publicity plan 

 

For each activity the information provided will be used to create an Activity and  
Conservation Plan that will be submitted with a number of other documents  
including Legacy Proposals and a detailed project timetable.  If successful in  
2017 the delivery of activities will commence over a three and a half year period. 

What will success look like? 

The partnership aims to improve the way in which the catchment is managed, its condition, what people know about their 
catchment, and how all of the information about our River Heritage is recorded.  The partnership hopes by working together it 
can achieve this through delivering projects and activities working with communities and stakeholders to provide opportunities to 
learn about their heritage, develop skills through volunteering, and enjoy their river heritage.  This will help to change behaviour 
reducing negative environmental impacts, and aid in making the catchment a better place to live, work and visit.  This will aid in 
not only improving the local environment, but the local economy and health and well being of people in the Ribble Catchment.    
 

As such the project will deliver and demonstrate increases in: 

 Woodlands that improve water quality, habitat and climate change mitigation 

 Wetlands that reduce flood risk, improve water quality and increase the quantity of priority habitat 
 Connectivity of riverine habitat by 20% 

 The number of people accessing rivers by providing 10 circular walk routes 
 The knowledge and awareness of the Ribble Catchment heritage 

 The understanding of the benefits a healthy river provides 
 The number of volunteers helping to improve the condition and management of the catchment 
 The number of people trained in catchment management activities 
 The overall condition of the Ribble Catchment 
 A lasting legacy of partnership working in the Ribble Catchment to sustain improvements 
 

Working with a range of universities, including the University of Lancaster, Durham, Manchester and Liverpool we will 
continuously monitor and evaluate the project against our aims and objectives. 

 

Contact the Ribble Rivers Trust on 01200 444452  
or email ribblelife@ribbletrust.com 



One of the key aspects of the project is how to 
identify where activities will provide the 
opportunities to deliver multiple benefits, which 
will in turn help to highlight  where activities 
should be delivered together.  To do this we have 
used a number of data and evidence sets to 
identify where the activities of the project will 
provide these benefits or “ecosystem services”.  
This has been converted in a map that overlays 
the areas of multiple benefits. 

 

What benefits does a 
healthy river  

catchment provide? 

A healthy catchment provides a number 
of benefits  to people, we have 
developed the following key to help  
visualise these benefits: 

Contact the Ribble Rivers Trust on 01200 444452  
or email ribblelife@ribbletrust.com 

H₂O 

How do you deliver  
multiple benefits? 

Water quality 

Improved 
bathing waters 

Recreation 

Sustainable food 
production 

Flood risk 
reduction 

Drought 
alleviation 

Climate change 
mitigation 

Biodiversity 


