
Countryside Stewardship  
Scheme 

Countryside Stewardship (CS) is a competitive, integrated scheme that offers a range of 
multi-year and capital grants that address different environmental priorities across a    
variety of farm types. 
Scheme option or capital item payment rates are the same when used for Mid, Higher, or 
capital only grants. The Mid and Higher Tiers offer five-year agreements, and have a     
single application window and annual start date (1 January). They are ‘part farm’ 
schemes, so applying only involves committing individual land parcels into an agreement, 
rather than the whole farm. The Mid Tier is focused on environmental improvements in 
the wider countryside, while Higher Tier specifically focuses on environmentally              
important sites such as SSSIs including commons and woodlands. 

There are also a range of two-year capital grants available under CS for things like   
hedgerows and boundaries, woodland creation, and capital water grants. These are  
available at different times of the year and can be applied for by those considering a mid 
or higher-tier agreement or anyone whose land is not currently in an Environmental 
Stewardship or English Woodland Grants Scheme (and who meets the other eligibility  
requirements).  

Further details including timelines, scheme manuals and guidance can be found at: 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/countryside-stewardship-get-

paid-for-environmental-land-management 



Countryside Stewardship - water quality land options that  
help to address pollutant pressures affecting water quality  

and for flood and coastal risk 

 Option               Code 

 4- 6 m buffer strip on cultivated land         SW1  
 4- 6 m buffer strip on intensive grassland         SW2  
 In-field grass strips             SW3   
 12-24m watercourse buffer strip on cultivated land       SW4  
 Enhanced management of maize crops         SW5  
 Winter cover crops             SW6  
 Arable reversion to grassland with low fertiliser input      SW7  
 Management of intensive grassland adjacent to a watercourse     SW8  
 Seasonal livestock removal on intensive grassland       SW9  
 Seasonal livestock removal on grassland In SDAs next to streams, rivers  
 and lakes              SW10  
 Riparian management strip           SW11  
 Nil fertiliser supplement            SW14  
 Buffering in- field ponds and ditches in improved grassland     WT1  
 Buffering in- field ponds and ditches in arable land       WT2 

 Option               Code 

 Nectar Flower mix             AB1  
 Beetle banks              AB3  
 Enhanced overwinter stubble           AB6  
 Two-year sown legume fallow           AB15  
 Take field corners out of management         GS1  
 Permanent grassland with very low inputs (outside SDA)      GS2  
 Permanent grassland with very low inputs in SDAs       GS5  
 Take historic and archaeological features currently on cultivated land out of  
 cultivation              HS2  
 Organic conversion - improved permanent grassland      OR1  
 Organic conversion - unimproved permanent grassland      OR2  
 Organic conversion - rotational land          OR3  
 Organic conversion - horticulture          OR4 

4-6m buffer strip on intensive  
grassland 

Roofed manure storage area 



        Option              Code 

 Fencing              FG1 

 Sheep netting             FG2 

 Permanent electric fencing          FG3 

 Water gates             FG15 

 Hard bases for livestock drinkers         LV3 

 Hard bases for livestock feeders         LV4 

 Pasture pumps and associated pipework        LV5 

 Ram pumps and associated pipework        LV6  

 Livestock troughs            LV7 

 Pipework associated with livestock troughs       LV8 

 Resurfacing of gateways           RP1 

 Gateway relocation            RP2 

 Watercourse crossings           RP3 

 Livestock and machinery hardcore tracks        RP4 

 Cross drains             RP5 

 Installation of piped culverts in ditches        RP6 

 Sediment ponds and traps          RP7 

 Earth banks and soil bunds          RP9 

 Silt filtration dams or seepage barriers        RP10 

 Swales              RP11 

 Check dams             RP12 

 Yard - underground drainage pipework        RP13 

 Yard Inspection pit            RP14 

 Concrete yard renewal           RP15 

 Rainwater goods            RP16 

 Storage tanks underground          RP17 

 Above ground tanks            RP18 

 First flush rainwater diverters or downpipe filters      RP19 

 Relocation of sheep dips and pens         RP20 

 Relocation of sheep pens only          RP21 

 Sheep dip drainage aprons and sumps        RP22 

 Installation of livestock drinking troughs (in draining pens for  
 freshly dipped sheep)           RP23 

 Lined bio bed plus pesticide loading and wash down area     RP24 

 Lined bio bed with existing wash down area       RP25 

 Bio filters              RP26 

 Sprayer or applicator load and wash down area       RP27 

 Roofing (sprayer wash down area, manure storage  
 area, livestock gathering area, slurry stores, silage stores)     RP28 

 Self- supporting covers for slurry stores        RP29 

 Floating covers for slurry stores and lagoons       RP30 

Countryside Stewardship - water quality grant items that  
help to  address pollutant pressures affecting water quality  

and for flood and coastal risk 

Before and after photos of a environmental improvement project in Chipping 



This landscape scale approach can cover land under existing agri-environment    
agreements, common land and land not currently covered by a scheme. It builds on 
the principles of partnership working to deliver environmental benefits as         
demonstrated by various initiatives including farm clusters and Nature Improvement 
Areas (NIAs).  
Funding is awarded to successful applications 
through a competitive process, with priority given 
to  partnerships that aim to deliver shared                    
environmental outcomes. 
Ribble Rivers Trust is involved with two groups. The 
Loud Catchment Group (Chipping),  comprising 28 
farmers covering over 4,000 hectares and the         
Ribblesdale Farmers Group (Wigglesworth) compris-
ing 25 farmers, covering over 2,600 hectares.  

Through existing farm and environmental             
management projects, a wide range of conservation 
benefits have been achieved to date including     
managing wet grassland for wading birds, reducing 
diffuse pollution and boundary restoration.  
The groups meet regularly and the facilitators, 
helps coordinate future conservation management 
at a catchment/landscape scale to increase and 
share knowledge. 

Loud Farmers Group successfully secured facilitation funding in 2015, and the        
Ribblesdale Farmers Group in 2017.  Through the fund they work collaboratively at a 

landscape scale to improve biodiversity and resource protection issues 

Facilitation Groups take part in a 
range of  demonstrations and   

workshops, such as assessing soils 
for compaction, as seen here 

For more information  about Facilitation Groups and farm  advice please contact the 
Ribble Rivers Trust’s farm advisors: 

Phone: 01200 444452 

Email: admin@ribbletrust.com 

Website: ribbletrust.org 

Launched in 2015, the Countryside Stewardship (CS)                      
facilitation fund supports people and organisations that bring 

farmers, foresters, and other land managers together to           
improve the local natural environment at a landscape scale. 


