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Welcome 
“Climate change is one of the biggest problems 
our environment is facing”. 

CEO Jack Spees 
 

T 
wenty-nineteen was a year 

which saw us commence 

work at Primrose Lodge, a 

flagship project for Ribble 

Rivers Trust. A place where 

people can get up-close and personal 

with river wildlife, and experience first

-hand the kind of work we do across 

the catchment, but often in remote 

places.   

 

Accessing and experiencing nature 

close at hand is important to increase 

awareness and value of our precious 

environment, but getting outside and 

enjoying nature does much more.  It 

increases physical activity giving 

amazing health and wellbeing benefits, 

and helps to connect us mentally with 

the environment that we are all so 

dependant on.  So over the last year, 

working with the Environment Agency 

and the Public Health Board at 

Lancashire County Council, we have 

undertaken a project exploring and 

identifying where communities’ health 

could be most benefited from 

environmental improvements. 

 

Our Ribble Life Together project 

continues to engage people and 

communities through a range of 

amazing activities, from riverside bat 

walks with bat detectors to our 

smartphone app ‘River Explorers’. 

These encourage people to enjoy, 

improve and protect our rivers.  We 

have also continued working with 

schools and pupils to teach them about 

our amazing rivers, wildlife and the 

work we are doing.   

 

The Ribble Life Catchment Partnership 

also worked together on our new 

programme of physical improvement 

projects ‘Ribble Life for Water’.  This  

ambitious programme of projects will 

see ten activities delivered from 

Ribblehead to Walton-le-Dale, 

including weir removals, peat 

restoration and fish passage.  We are 

also planning to begin our physical 

improvements in the Douglas 

Catchment, with eight weirs the focus 

of our attention. Subject to funding, we 

will be tackling the first two in 2020. 

 

The annual monitoring we carry out is 

telling us more about the factors 

affecting the health of our rivers, but 

climate change is one of the biggest 

problems our environment is facing, 

and it is getting bigger.  Addressing the 

problems that rivers face, and are 

causing, as a result of climate change is 

not just as simple as working on rivers: 

it’s working on the wider environment, 

and everyone taking action. 

 

The climate emergency means that 

waterside woodland continues to be a 

huge part of our work and the 

importance of trees cannot be  

 

understated: for climate, for rivers, for 

woodlands, and for people.  To that 

extent, we have launched a ten year 

campaign to create 500 hectares of 

waterside woodland, to improve water 

quality, create habitat and combat 

climate change and its impacts.  This is 

equivalent to 500,000 trees, and we are 

starting as we mean to go on, with 

50,000 trees to be planted over the 

winter of 2020/21!  We hope to see 

unprecedented levels of support for this 

project, and if you love trees and you 

want to tackle climate change, please 

support  our campaign, you can find 

out more on our website: 

ribbletrust.org.uk 

 

As we sent this newsletter to press, the 

Ribble and specifically the 

communities of the Ribble suffered 

from flooding - again.  It is just over 

four years since the last floods and is 

an indication of the climate and 

environmental emergency we are 

facing.  First and foremost, our 

thoughts and sympathies are with those 

affected, and we will continue to work 

to address the climate emergency, 

hopefully with your support. 
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In summer 2018, Ribble Rivers 

Trust was granted up to 

£500,768 of funding for the 

Primrose Lodge Blue & 

Greenway Project from the  

European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF) as 

part of the European Structural 

and Investment Funds Growth 

Programme 2014-2020.  

Established by the European 

Union, the European Regional 

Development Fund helps local 

areas stimulate their economic 

development by investing in 

projects which will support 

innovation, businesses, job 

creation and local community 

regenerations.  

As well as financial support 

from Ribble Valley Borough 

Council, the original owners of 

Primrose Lodge, Beck 

Developments, pledged a further 

£150,000 and transferred 

ownership of the site to the 

newly established Primrose 

Community Nature Trust. 

After months of careful 

planning, the project got 

underway at the start of 2019 

and is expected to be finished by 

the end of 2020, with ongoing 

maintenance thereafter. 

Ribble Rivers Trust has spearheaded a project that will see 

Primrose Lodge transformed from an abandoned muddy 

wasteland to a wildlife haven with public access, right in the 

heart of Clitheroe. 

In the late 1700s, a seven-metre high 

dam was constructed to create a lodge 

that would provide a constant supply of 

water to Primrose Mills, home to cotton 

spinning, printworks, bleachworks and 

dyeworks industries over the years.  In 

the 1960s, after further redevelopment 

of the works, the water supply was no 

longer required and the lodge became 

redundant and neglected. 

 

The lodge is supplied by Mearley 

Brook, which is sourced from the slopes 

of Pendle Hill.  When the stream enters 

Primrose Lodge, the flow of water 

slows down and sediment is deposited.  

Due to the dam at the lower reach of the 

lodge, the sediment becomes 

impounded and over the years it has 

built up to such an extent that there was 

very little open water left, just barren 

mudflats.   

 

After many months of careful planning 

with partners, funding was secured and 

work to restore the abandoned lodge 

was given the green light. 

 

De-silting the Lodge 

The first phase of the project was to 

create permanent open water by 

removing more than 4,000 cubic metres 

Primrose Lodge before and after desilting  

Otter 
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Primrose  
Community  
Nature Trust 

Creating a natural environment in 

the heart of Clitheroe. 
 

Primrose Community Nature Trust 

has been established to manage the 

lodge for the benefit of the 

community and wildlife.  Despite 

being severely neglected, the site is 

already listed as a Biological 

Heritage Site.   
 

The extensive restoration work that 

will be carried out by Ribble Rivers 

Trust will make this a beautiful 

natural sanctuary for wildlife that 

will include a new walkway 

through the site and the longest fish 

pass in England.   
 

The work will be carried out by 

professional contractors but 

there will be plenty of projects 

where we need volunteers who 

enjoy fun and hard work. If you 

can help please register your 

interest via the website: 
 

primrosecommunitynaturetrust.org 

of silt from the centre of the lodge and 

redepositing it along the margins, 

which was completed in 2019.  Once 

settled, the newly created margins will 

be revegetated to create valuable habitat 

for birds, insects and amphibians.   

 

Fish Passage– Reconnecting Habitats 

The second phase of the project will see 

the upper reaches of Mearley Brook 

reconnected to the main River Ribble 

for the first time in over 200 years, 

thanks to a fish pass installation on the 

seven-metre high dam by the end of 

2020.  This will enable migratory trout, 

salmon and eels to move upstream 

through the lodge, right through the 

centre of Clitheroe and up into the 

smaller streams at the foot of Pendle 

Hill, where excellent spawning habitat 

exists.  It is hoped that this will increase 

the fish populations within Mearley 

Brook, which are currently in severe 

decline due to isolation and poor 

genetic diversity. 

 

Footpath and Viewing Platform 

As well as reconnecting the 

watercourse for fish, the project aspires 

to connect Clitheroe’s residents and 

visitors with a new nature reserve right 

on their doorstep.  Footpaths and a 

viewing platform will be constructed 

within the site in 2020 to serve as an 

important public greenspace, which will 

enhance health and wellbeing in the 

local community.  The new greenway 

will connect Whalley Road and Woone 

Lane and will run adjacent to the lodge, 

hence the term ‘blueway’. 

 

Additionally, local people are being 

invited to volunteer for the site’s 

ongoing restoration, including 

Himalayan balsam clearance (an 

invasive plant), litter picking and 

replanting.  Many existing trees will be 

taken down to make way for the 

footpath, including ash trees that are 

suffering from ash dieback, however 

new habitat will be created along the 

reclaimed margins of the lodge. 

 

Although only halfway through, the 

project has already gained a 

phenomenal amount of support from 

local people and the newly sparked 

interest has resulted in several reports 

of wildlife sightings, including 

kingfishers and an otter.  As well as 

creating an important asset for the 

town, it is expected that the work will 

raise the ecological status of Mearley 

Brook and increase its resilience to 

future climate change. 

De-silting Primrose Lodge 
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In 2019, the Ribble Life for 

Water project was granted £1.5 

million by the Environment 

Agency and Natural England, 

who are jointly administering 

the Water Environment Grant. 

This is a fund provided by the 

European Agricultural Fund for 

Rural Development to improve 

the water environment in rural 

England and help meet the water 

pollution targets set by the 

European Union by the 2021 

deadline. 

Ribble Life for Water is a 

programme of sub-projects that 

have been put forward by Ribble 

Rivers Trust and other members 

of the Ribble Life Catchment 

Partnership, including the 

Yorkshire Dales Millennium 

Trust, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, 

Forest of Bowland AONB, 

Lancashire Wildlife Trust and 

Pendle Borough Council.  Not 

only will this collaboration help 

to bolster resource and deliver 

the projects more efficiently and 

effectively, it is hoped that 

working closely together will 

strengthen the catchment 

partnership even further, 

generating a promising outlook 

for potential future projects. 

Ribble Life 
for Water  
The second collaborative project to be developed by the Ribble 

Life Catchment Partnership, Ribble Life for Water comprises 

several schemes that target different watercourses around the 

catchment to help improve their ecological status. 

In the year 2000, the Water Framework 

Directive committed all EU member 

states to achieving ‘good ecological 

status’ across all of their waterbodies by 

2021.    It has been one of the driving 

forces behind a lot of what Ribble 

Rivers Trust delivers.  Unfortunately, it 

is expected that the UK will only 

achieve good status on ~25% of its 

waterbodies by the deadline. 

 

At the time of the last classification of 

the Ribble Catchment’s rivers in 2016, 

only 22% were found to be in good 

condition.  9% were in poor or bad 

condition, with the remaining 69% 

deemed as ‘moderate’. 

 

Reasons for the UK’s failure to meet the 

targets are considered to include a lack 

of funding and resource, and slow 

implementation and integration of 

environmental policies.  Furthermore, 

nature takes time to respond to 

interventions and there are increasing 

pressures stemming from climate change 

and a growing human population that 

are continually hampering our efforts. 

 

The UK Government’s 25 Year 

Environment Plan was published in 

2018, citing a new target of 75% of 

waters to be returned to their natural 

state. 

 

As a rivers trust, we would like to see 

100% of our rivers in good condition. 

While progress on achieving the targets 

thus far has been slow, it has at least 

been steady, and we will continue to 

strive to improve our river catchment, 

making the best use of the resources 

available to us.  Thanks to the new 

Ribble Life for Water project, we are 

able to take a few more steps forwards 

towards achieving this goal. 

Long Preston Weir, River Ribble 
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Gayle Beck habitat restoration 

Historic tree clearance, moorland 

drainage and channel modifications have 

left Gayle Beck near Ribblehead in the 

Yorkshire Dales suffering from poor 

habitat and low numbers of invertebrates 

and fish.  We intend to install woody 

material features into the riverbank along 

a 400m stretch to create better habitat, 

boosting populations of aquatic wildlife 

and improving their resilience to other 

environmental stressors. 

Samlesbury weir removal 

Samlesbury Weir is the first structure 

encountered by fish migrating up the 

River Ribble, and the last for those 

leaving the river.  It results in losses of 

juvenile and adult fish from our river 

system.  Its removal will enable all fish 

species of all ages to ascend in all flow 

conditions, thus boosting their 

populations, as well as re-establishing the 

natural movement of gravel. 

Long Preston floodplain restoration 

Long Preston Deeps is a flat expanse of 

land that is naturally prone to flooding, 

and has been designated as a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) due to 

its unique character.  In the past, flood 

banks were constructed to protect 

farmland, but this has had a detrimental 

impact on the natural processes of the 

SSSI.  This project will move a section 

of flood bank further back to reconnect 

the River Ribble to its floodplain. 

Long Preston weir removal 

Another reason for the poor condition of 

the Long Preston SSSI is the presence of 

a weir, which was historically 

constructed to aerate the water adjacent 

to the outfall from Settle sewage 

treatment works.  Modern advances in 

sewage treatment has meant that aeration 

is no longer necessary, so we are looking 

at whether we can remove the weir to 

improve fish passage and restore natural 

gravel movement. 

Upper Ribble weir removals 

A number of in-river structures have 

been identified as having a significant 

impact on the shape of the river channel 

and its natural processes.  The weirs will 

be partially removed to allow natural 

pool and riffle sequences to reform, 

which will improve the habitat for 

spawning and juvenile fish, as well as 

the invertebrates on which they feed. 

River Darwen fish passage 

A bypass channel is to be constructed 

around Holland Wood weir, which 

currently hinders the upstream migration 

of fish significantly, isolating their 

populations and limiting their resilience 

to environmental stressors.  A study will 

also be carried out on Roach Bridge 

weir, one of the largest barriers 

preventing fish migration in the 

catchment, to determine the best option 

for enabling fish passage there. 

Mearley Brook water quality 

Mearley Brook begins on Pendle Hill and 

joins the River Ribble near Clitheroe.  Its 

water quality is poor for two reasons: 

firstly, overgrazing and public recreation 

on the upland peat has contributed to 

erosion and high sediment input and 

secondly, agricultural land use and poor 

nutrient management has led to 

significant amounts of faecal matter and 

phosphate entering the watercourse. 
 

Our work to restore some of the eroding 

peat gullies on the top of Pendle Hill will 

reduce sediment inputs, and soil testing 

and advice to farms will help to improve 

the water quality.  The cleaner the 

watercourse, the more wildlife it can 

support, and the more resilient that 

wildlife is likely to be to climate change. 

Pendle Water habitat restoration 

Much of Pendle Water has been heavily 

modified due to the area’s industrial 

heritage.  A length of concrete-lined 

channel will be removed and reinstated 

with a ‘close to nature’ river channel to 

aid fish migration, improve the 

channel’s habitat and slow the flow of 

water, reducing flood risk downstream. 
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The Douglas Catchment 

Partnership is hosted by 

Groundwork Cheshire, 

Lancashire and Merseyside and 

consists of local authorities 

together with the Environment 

Agency, Natural England, 

Forestry Commission, National 

Farmers Union, United Utilities 

PLC, the Wildlife Trust for 

Lancashire Manchester and 

North Merseyside, Canoe 

England, The Wild Trout Trust, 

Turning Tides Partnership, 

Myerscough College, Keep 

Britain Tidy, The Ramblers 

Association, Friends of Astley 

Park and other local community 

support groups and volunteers.  

In 2019 Ribble Rivers Trust 

joined the partnership to help 

deliver its vision: 

“All water bodies of the River 

Douglas catchment will be clean 

and healthy, supporting 

measurably diverse wildlife, 

valued by people and enabling 

sustainable economic growth.”  

In 2019, the Trust had the privilege of being invited to join the 

Douglas Catchment Partnership, a group of individuals 

and organisations collaboratively working together since 

2013 to repair the river catchment.  

The Douglas catchment covers 465 km², 
flowing from Winter Hill, high on the 

West Pennine moors, through a mixture 

of rural and urban landscapes before 

joining the Ribble Estuary 

at Hesketh Out Marsh, opposite 

Freckleton.  Flowing into the Douglas, 

the Rivers Yarrow, Lostock and 

Tawd are its main tributaries, with the 

river also acting as a major water source 

for the Leeds & Liverpool Canal.  The 

main population centres of Wigan, 

Chorley, Leyland and Skelmersdale 

contribute to over 800,000 people (and 

potential river enthusiasts?!) living on 

the catchment.  

 

The Douglas suffers from an industrial 

legacy with many man made barriers 

affecting fish migration, as well as rural, 

urban, diffuse, industrial and minewater 

pollution, and degraded habitats from 

physical modification including for 

navigation.  Of the main rivers, the 

Yarrow is currently the healthiest, being 

less modified and having had previous 

restoration works completed.  Flooding 

continues to be an issue on the 

catchment, with two large flood 

alleviation structures having been 

constructed in recent times.  

 

The Douglas catchment has many 

similarities to the wider Ribble 

catchment in terms of the species 

present, however the low-lying nature of 

many of the rivers means that coarse fish 

populations are more abundant.  There 

have been 23 species of fish recorded on 

the Douglas, including brown trout, 

bream, bullhead, common carp, dace, 

River 
Douglas 
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chub, European eel and many more!  Aside from fish 

there are otters, water voles and plenty of riverine 

birds such as kingfisher and heron, as well as many 

migratory and non-migratory birds to be found at 

the Ribble Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest.  

 

Fisheries Strategy  

 

The Trust has been working with its partner 

organisations to develop a Fisheries Strategy to 

address the problems creating poor fish 

communities.  The work, funded by the Environment 

Agency, will critique all available data for the 

Douglas catchment, highlighting areas of greatest 

conservation value and those with greatest potential, 

while also identifying where there are data gaps that 

need filling.  We will use the data to prioritise, for 

example, where to create woodlands and which man-

made fish migration barriers to address to ensure 

resources are targeted where they are likely to have 

maximum benefits. Finally, the funding will also 

allow for a feasibility study for a fish passage project 

on one of the largest migration barriers on the 

catchment.  This work will give a solid base with 

which to move forward for a brighter future for the 

River Douglas and its wildlife.  

 

Opening Up the River Douglas  

 

The Douglas Catchment Partnership has been 

awarded £500k of funding to improve fish passage 

on the River Douglas as part of an Enforcement 

Undertaking following a pollution incident. 

Ribble Rivers Trust are leading on the delivery of 

this project working with partners, local businesses 

and landowners to make a wide-reaching impact.  

We are currently developing designs for several fish 

passes in the Upper Douglas for delivery within the 

next few years.  On top of this we are pursuing 

further funding to extend the project’s impact to 

more in-river structures, with the overall aim to 

reconnect the river from sea to source.  

 

Find out more about the River Douglas on its 

interactive Story Map found on our 

website: ribbletrust.org.uk/projects/douglas 

Water Vole 

Lisa Geoghegan  (Alamy Stock Photo EE34RC) 

An existing fish pass on Yarrow Valley Park Weir 
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The Ribble Life Catchment 

Partnership was set up in 2011, 

and aims to explore better ways 

of engaging with people and 

organisations to improve the 

water environment at a 

catchment scale.   

In March 2015, the partnership 

was awarded a grant from the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 

(HLF) to develop its first 

collaborative project, Ribble Life 

Together. 

Following a successful 

development stage, the HLF 

granted £1.6 million for the 

project to be delivered from April 

2017 to April 2021. 

Contributions from match 

funders including The Rivers 

Trust, Environment Agency and 

other sources have helped to 

increase the project value to £3.2 

million. 

The aim of Ribble Life Together 

is to bring  people and 

organisations together to deliver 

a healthier river system for the 

benefit and enjoyment of local 

communities and wildlife.   

Ribble Life 
Together 

After three years of delivery, the Ribble Life Together project 

is really starting to rack up the numbers in terms of trees 

planted, wetlands created, fish passage projects delivered and 

numbers of people involved in all aspects of the project. 

Since writing the funding bid to the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund all the 

way back in 2015, we always knew we 

were being highly ambitious with this 

project.  To bring people of all 

backgrounds together- from primary 

school children to the heads of local 

authorities, from farmers and families to 

private company executives- and 

encourage them all to care about rivers, 

was always going to be a challenge! 

 

We have strengthened our ties with the  

farming community, providing soil 

testing, demonstrations and training to 

help farmers understand how their land 

management practices impact rivers and 

what they can do to improve their 

watercourses.  This work has resulted in 

25,000 trees planted and 13 wetlands 

created so far, which help to reduce soil 

erosion and improve water quality. 

The number of schools we work with 

and the types of activities we involve 

the pupils in have also broadened, 

helping to educate over 3,000 future 

guardians of our environment (see page 

18 for more details). 

 

Furthermore, the diversification of our 

community activities has welcomed a 

whole new audience who now 

appreciate the joy and importance of 

rivers.  From wildlife enthusiasts 

attending bat walks and walkers 

exploring new riverside routes, to artists 

sketching our beloved riverbanks and 

history buffs learning about the Ribble’s 

heritage via our podcast series, we have 

tried to reach people from all angles and 

help them see that we all have 

connections to our rivers in some shape 

or form, and therefore they must be 

protected for our future generations. 

New woodland and wetlands near Tosside 
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After 

   

   

   

River Explorers app 

A new app has been commissioned to 

encourage people to learn about river 

wildlife, whilst hunting riverbanks for 

charming animated characters using 

their smartphones (free to download 

from Google Play and the App Store). 

Circular river walks 

A series of routes offer walkers new 

opportunities to enjoy rivers and learn 

about their features, wildlife and 

conservation projects.  Available in 

paper format and online at: 
ribblelifetogether.org/enjoy/circular-walks 

Volunteering opportunities 

The project has reached more people 

than ever before, offering opportunities 

for people to be more active, enjoy the 

outdoors, learn new skills and meet 

new people.  See page 20 for more 

details on volunteering with us. 

Podcasts 

A series of podcasts have been        

released, in which a variety of river 

users, from farmers to fishermen, give 

interesting accounts of what rivers 

mean to them: ribblelifetogether.org/

talkingrivers  

Photo competitions 

Each year we’ve challenged budding 

photographers to showcase the 

importance of rivers and their wildlife 

via the art of photography.  Visit 

ribblelifetogether.org/competitions to 

see the winning entries. 

River clean ups 

We’ve worked with countless 

volunteers, from school children to the 

corporate sector, to try to remove litter 

from our rivers, as well as raising 

awareness of the damaging effect of 

plastics in our water environments. 

Sketching workshops 

Our series of sketching workshops at 

several riverside locations around the 

catchment proved to be immensely 

popular, giving people opportunities to 

connect with and appreciate the beauty 

of their local rivers and wildlife. 

Bat walks 

Riverbanks are ideal habitats for bats, 

given the abundance of flying insects 

for their supper!  With the aid of 

specialist bat detecting equipment, we 

were able to reveal the  bat activity that 

all too often goes unnoticed.  

Short films 

Our series of short films documents 

every aspect of the river conservation 

efforts that have been delivered as part 

of this project.  Visit the ‘Ribble Rivers 

Trust’ YouTube channel to watch them 

all. 
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Ryan Harrison-Reader 
Ryan’s passion for the environment led 

him to apply for an apprenticeship with 

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust as 

part of their Green Futures programme, 

which aims to reach young people from 

all kinds of backgrounds and inspire 

them to make a connection to the 

environment. 
 

Being placed at RRT, Ryan has worked 

hard supporting our Volunteer 

Supervisor and leading some of his 

own volunteer days too. 
 

“I was inspired to become an 

apprentice with RRT because it offered 

the perfect opportunity to contribute 

towards the protection of our 

environment during an environmental 

crisis, whilst also doing what I love – 

being outdoors in nature. 
 

“I have already learned a tremendous 

amount and it’s been an enjoyable 

experience working alongside like-

minded people.   

 

“My future aspirations are to continue 

having a positive impact on the 

environment whilst further developing 

my skills and knowledge”. 

 

Rob Cooper 
As a keen angler with a strong interest 

in conservation, Rob was looking for a 

career change and applied for the 

apprenticeship to gain practical 

experience, relevant training and 

develop new skills.  
 

“So far this apprenticeship has taught 

me valuable knowledge and skills.  I 

have really enjoyed working with 

volunteers on practical tasks and 

learning new survey techniques with 

the monitoring team, as well as 

teaching and inspiring young people to 

enjoy their rivers. 
 

“After my apprenticeship, I would love 

to pursue a career in the environment 

sector, perhaps as an angling coach 

helping young people to be more 

practical within their environment.”  
 

Rob is currently working with 

volunteers on woodland management 

and invasive species control in the 

Pendle Hill area as part of our Pendle 

WINNS project.  

 

Amelia Fawcett 
Hailing from a farming background, 

Amelia was keen to apply for the Green 

Futures apprenticeship to help further 

her knowledge and experience of 

environmental land management. 
 

“I decided to do an apprenticeship with 

the trust as I love being outdoors and 

working with people.  I get to work 

with volunteers 2-3 days a week doing 

practical tasks that make a physical 

impact on the environment where I can 

actually see the results. 
 

“During my apprenticeship I have been 

able to do so many different tasks, 

including tree planting, hedging, 

fencing, brash bundling, leaky dams 

and way more, all with members of the 

public.  Each of these tasks has taught 

me valuable skills like how to use a 

variety of tools and how to be safe at 

work.  I have gained confidence in my 

ability to lead groups and ensure that 

they are safe as well.  
 

“One of my favourite parts of my job is 

being able to explore other aspects of 

the Trust’s work, especially working 

with the Farm Advisor team.  I have 

been fortunate to go on multiple 

training courses to expand my 

knowledge of a subject I have fallen in 

love with.  In the future, I hope to 

continue developing my skills and 

knowledge with the aim of becoming a 

farm advisor”. 

Meet our  
Apprentices 

The Ribble Life Together project has enabled the Trust to 

recruit its first apprentices, to help young people further 

their knowledge and skills of river conservation and pursue 

future careers in the sector. 

L to R: Rob, Amelia, Ryan 
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Dunkenhalgh 
Fish Pass 

Swanside 
Beck Weir 
Removal 

In July 2019 we had our first 

volunteer assisted weir removal.  

Ten volunteers, along with 

funding from Dam Removal 

Europe, two stop nets, one 

electrofishing back pack, five 

straw bales and lots elbow grease, 

managed to take out the 12 metre 

wide barrier.   

As a result, 12 kilometres of 

upstream in-river habitat has been 

reconnected to that below and, 

with the gravel now being free to 

move, it is expected that natural 

riffles and pools will reform, 

providing feeding, breeding and 

spawning habitat for fish and 

invertebrates. 

Riverfly populations were 

surveyed before and after the weir 

removal and a marked increase 

was observed in species richness 

just one month after the work.  

Hopefully this is just the first of 

many small weirs to be removed 

by our volunteers! 

Fish passage has been a major focus of 

the Ribble Life Together project.  Fish 

are vital components to river 

ecosystems - without them we would 

lose other iconic species, such as the 

kingfisher, heron and otter.  It is crucial 

that we encourage our fish populations 

to grow and become more resilient to 

the effects of climate change (droughts, 

floods and high water temperatures for 

example).  It’s a case of ‘safety in 

numbers’. 

 

By removing man-made barriers and 

building fish passes, we can reconnect 

isolated fish populations and help those 

that have migrated from the sea to 

reach new spawning habitat in the 

upper tributaries of the catchment.  

 

Dunkenhalgh Weir is one of two large 

weirs on Hyndburn Brook which pose a 

barrier to fish migration.  The first of 

these barriers was Oakenshaw Weir 

which was tackled in 2016 with a 

bypass channel.  Dunkenhalgh is a mile 

upstream of Oakenshaw and was the 

next priority to make passable.  

 

The weir dates from around 1830, is 

stone constructed, 2.2 m high, 16.5 m 

wide and was built to power corn 

(initially) and paper (later) mills.  Due 

to its size and historical importance, 

removal of this weir wasn’t feasible, so 

we looked at various options for a fish 

pass.   

 

The design we settled on was a ‘pool 

and traverse’ pass, sited to the right-

hand side of the weir, out of the river 

channel.  The pass consists of seven 

reinforced concrete pools, with curved 

notches in the separating walls, 

enabling fish to swim from pool to pool 

without having to jump and expend too 

much energy.  The entrance to the fish 

pass is at the foot of the weir. The pools 

then step back away from the weir, 

before changing direction and stepping 

up towards the river channel upstream 

of the weir.   

 

This project provided some 

construction challenges, due to the very 

large excavation that was required, 

having to work around and connect to 

the original weir, and of course the 

great British weather!  The pass was 

opened in October 2019, just in time 

for the main fish migration season. 

 

Our annual fish surveys will help us 

observe changes in fish populations 

upstream of the weir  over the coming 

years as a result of the fish pass. 
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Farming 
Update 
The vast amount of agricultural land within the Ribble 

Catchment presents lucrative opportunities to work alongside 

farmers to reduce the impacts of climate change on rivers, 

whilst also benefitting their farm businesses. 

Farming to slow the flow 

River Loud 

Farmers Group 

Over the past 5 years, with 

funding from Natural England, 

the River Loud farmers have 

been attending meetings 

facilitated by RRT to learn about 

different techniques to improve 

the water environment and 

reduce diffuse water pollution.   

Our main focus throughout 2019 

was on natural flood 

management, looking at how 

green infrastructure and soil 

management can not only reduce 

flood peaks and improve our 

environment, but also how it can 

benefit the farm businesses.   

The importance of soil quality 

has been a key topic within the 

group and we have supported 

farmers with soil testing.  The 

results have allowed the farmers 

to better plan their nutrient 

requirements and applications for 

2020 and beyond, and assess 

whether they need to improve the 

structure of their soils.  As well 

as potentially saving the farmer 

money on manure and fertiliser, 

the risk of water pollution from 

excess nutrients is also reduced. 

With Natural England’s funding 

due to end in 2020, the farmers 

are keen to continue working 

together on the next stage of the 

River Loud project, funded by 

United Utilities. 

If the River Loud Farmers Group has 

highlighted one thing, it’s that working 

together can have brilliant outcomes for 

both the environment and our local 

communities.  This is why we are keen 

to continue working with the same 

group to improve water quality, 

implement natural flood management 

methods and reduce pollution.  

 

Ribble Rivers Trust are collaborating 

with United Utilities to continue to help 

the farmers reduce phosphate levels and 

increase natural flood management 

measures within their catchment.  As 

part of this new project, we will be 

looking at opportunities to create more 

green infrastructure such as planting and 

restoring hedgerows, planting riparian 

woodland, building leaky dams and 

creating wetlands, all with the aim of 

slowing the flow of flood water across 

farmland to reduce the likelihood of 

flash flooding downstream. 

 

We will also be looking at farmyard 

infrastructure such as slurry, manure and 

silage storage and guttering and concrete 

renewal to reduce the amount of dirty 

water running from farmyards into 

watercourses.  Often these measures 

require a large amount of funding, so 

this project will be able to help farmers 

invest in some of these methods, which 

they are not able to apply for through the 

government’s Countryside Stewardship 

grant scheme. 

 

We are aiming to begin working with 

the farmers in the River Loud catchment 

and implement this new phase of the 

project in 2020. 

River Loud catchment 

Topix - Alamy Stock Photo 
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Pendle WINNS  
The Pendle Hill Landscape Partnership  

project, led by the Forest of Bowland 

AONB and funded by the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund, is an ambitious 

four-year programme of activity based 

around the heritage and landscape of 

Pendle Hill. 

 

The partnership is made up of several 

organisations based around the hill, and 

Ribble Rivers Trust is delighted to be a 

part of this.  

 

The organisations collaborate to create 

projects that enhance and restore the 

heritage and landscape of Pendle Hill, 

reconnect people with the landscape 

and its past, and create a sustainable 

future for the area, its residents and 

visitors. 

 

Our involvement in the project is to 

plant more woodlands and tackle INNS 

(Invasive Non-Native Species) to 

enhance the biodiversity of the area 

whilst promoting environmental 

awareness.  Our priorities are to 

improve the landscape for nature and 

support local biodiversity, safeguard 

rivers for both ourselves and the 

wildlife that depend on them and to 

help protect the region’s delicate 

ecosystems in the face of climate 

change and extreme weather patterns. 

 

Pendle Woodlands 

We surveyed large areas of the 

landscape to identify potential  new 

woodland sites that would most benefit 

the water environment.  After getting in 

touch with farmers and landowners in 

these areas, we explored the option of 

planting new trees or improving the 

management of existing woodlands.  

We ended up with a final list of seven 

sites, whose landowners we would 

work with, to deliver the most benefit 

from woodland creation or 

management activities.  

 

Since the project began in 2018, we 

have planted over 13,000 trees across 

six sites in the Pendle area and are 

planning a further 4,000 next winter.  

That gives us a grand total of 17,000 

trees that will have been planted by 

March 2021 under this scheme, and we 

are always on the lookout for more 

potential woodland sites. 

 

Pendle INNS 

Several varieties of invasive non-native 

species (INNS) inhabit the hill and are 

detrimental to our native flora and 

fauna because they often outcompete 

them for space and food.  With the help 

of our invaluable volunteers, we have 

focused our efforts on controlling 

Himalayan balsam and removing 

rhododendron close to watercourses, to 

give our native plants the opportunity 

to become re-established and increase 

the diversity and abundance of wildlife 

around Pendle Hill. 

 

Pendle Volunteers 

In addition to planting trees and 

improving the landscape for rivers and 

wildlife, our projects aim to encourage 

people to get out into nature and 

appreciate their surroundings through 

volunteering.  And we’re so pleased 

with everyone’s response.  We have 

had 242 volunteers give over 1,000 

hours to help us with a variety of 

activities, from tree planting and 

woodland management, to litter 

picking and invasive species removal. 

We can’t thank them enough! 

 

Between now and the end of the project 

we have plans to create more space for 

nature, further improve the landscape’s 

resilience to extreme weather and 

climate change and improve the rivers 

in the Pendle Hill area for everyone.  
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Every summer, RRT visits over 300 

sites around the catchment to carry out 

surveys on the populations of trout and 

salmon.  The data is used to measure 

the impact of habitat improvement 

works and where our efforts need to be 

focused next. 

 

Disappointingly, 2019’s surveys 

recorded the worst brown trout fry 

densities in 12 years of monitoring.  

Although fish communities have 

evolved to withstand the dynamic 

nature of a river habitat, the severe  

floods and extreme low flows of recent 

years have coincided with critical life-

cycle stages and have impacted the 

trout community significantly. 

 

Firstly, following the 2015 Boxing Day 

floods, a depleted 2016 cohort likely 

reduced 2019 fry numbers. Secondly, a 

warm and very dry 2018 summer 

lowered river levels during the main sea 

trout migration run, potentially 

reducing fry recruitment in 2019.  

Thirdly, high flow events in March 

2019 occurred at a critical period for 

young; this is a time when they emerge 

from their redds for their first feed.  At 

this early lifecycle stage, swimming 

ability is poor and therefore high flow 

events can lead to high numbers of 

mortalities.  These extreme events, in 

combination with persisting factors 

affecting habitat and water quality, led 

to the population lows of  2019. 

 

Atlantic salmon need everyone’s 

help!! 

For Atlantic salmon, we are seeing a 

year-on-year decline in recruitment. 

Salmon have a highly complex life 

cycle that is impacted at every stage by 

resource competition, environmental 

extremes and man-made pressures.  The 

distribution of spawning sites has 

narrowed, and areas classed as 

‘strongholds’ are also being impacted 

by poor returns.  Degradation of 

Atlantic salmon populations at this rate, 

without increasing environmental 

management, may lead to 

unrecoverable numbers and local 

extinction on the Ribble.  There is no 

single golden bullet to solve these 

issues and we need everyone to help 

improve and sustain a healthy water 

environment, which in turn will aid in 

the recovery of salmon on the Ribble 

catchment. 

 

Conservation of the Calder’s salmon 

Due to the low numbers of salmon on 

the Calder, additional environmental 

DNA sampling has been carried out to 

identify their distribution limit. 

Environmental DNA can detect the 

presence of a species in low abundance 

in a river by targeting unique sequences 

of their DNA fingerprint.  Initial results 

have shown indications that Atlantic 

salmon are present on Pendle Water, 

but we don’t know if the DNA detected 

is from juveniles or returning adults: 

either is good news!  Additional survey 

sites will be explored in 2020 to try and 

identify if any spawning has been 

successful on the tributary. 

Fish Surveys 
With climate change, we are seeing more extreme weather 

patterns, more frequent high rainfall events and longer dry 

periods.  This, in combination with habitat and water quality 

issues, has unfortunately led to the worst year for salmon 

and trout fry numbers since we began our surveys. 

Cumulative brown trout grade-scores, by catchment, for sites holding 10 years of consecutive 

data (2010 to 2019: 158 sites in total) NFCS: National Fisheries Classification Scheme 
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Invertebrate 
Surveys 

Demon Shrimp 
found in the 
Ribble 

The ‘Demon shrimp’, 

Dikerogammarus haemobaphes, 

is a species native to the Caspian 

Sea, but it has spread through 

Europe and become invasive.  It 

was first discovered in the UK in 

2012 and has now unfortunately 

made its way to the Ribble 

Catchment, with sightings 

reported from the main River 

Ribble at Samlesbury.  

Up to 18mm in length, these 

demons outcompete our native 

shrimp for habitat and food, and 

prey on other invertebrates, fish 

eggs and even small fish.  Such 

changes to the aquatic food web 

could potentially have a marked 

ecological impact.  They are also 

thought to carry parasites which 

have a drastic impact on their 

hosts’ health and behaviour.  

Whenever you’re using the 

waterways, please always 

remember to check, clean, and 

dry your boots and equipment to 

help limit their spread.  

What are freshwater invertebrates? 

Freshwater invertebrates are aquatic 

animals without a backbone, and many 

are the larvae of terrestrial insects that 

live in rivers before emerging onto land.  
 

Why do we sample for them? 

Some invertebrates are very sensitive to 

pollution and fine sediment, particularly 

those with external gills that easily get 

clogged, so are only found in abundance 

in less polluted/sedimented waters.  

Others are remarkably tolerant and are 

able to withstand such conditions.  This 

variation in tolerance enables us to 

assess water quality based on the 

presence and abundance of each group 

of species.  Mayflies, stoneflies and 

caddis larvae are regarded as the key 

indicators of high water quality.  
 

How do we sample them? 

Many invertebrate families live on the 

riverbed and so are collected using a 

‘timed kick-sampling’ method, where 

sediment is disturbed and individuals are 

washed into a net which is held 

immediately downstream.  They are then 

taken to our lab and identified under a 

microscope.  This year we collected and 

identified samples of invertebrates at 

sites throughout the catchment to 

determine water quality and to compare 

with fisheries results.  
 

What do this year’s results tell us? 

The upper and lower Ribble sub-

catchments had the largest number of 

different families present and scored 

highest on water quality indices, which 

was consistent with numbers of coarse 

fish.  75% of sites surveyed throughout 

the catchment were categorised as 

‘slightly sedimented’ and 25% were 

‘minimally sedimented’.  The Hodder 

and Calder were the least sedimented.  
 

This sampling will be repeated in future 

years to monitor changes throughout the 

catchment, especially in response to the 

anticipated impacts of climate change.  
 

If you’re interested in being a riverfly 

volunteer and helping us monitor the 

health of our rivers, email 

admin@ribbletrust.com for more info. 

Freshwater invertebrates are a key indicator of how healthy 

our rivers and streams are.  Quite simply, the more abundant 

and diverse of invertebrates are within a watercourse, the 

better the water quality and habitat.  Our invertebrate surveys 

help us to focus our work in areas that are most in need of 

improvement.  

(Mayfly) Ephemeroptera Baetidae  



Among the datasets held by RRT is information relating to 

the location of different habitats (e.g. rivers, woodlands) and 

their condition, where certain species have been found, 

results of environmental surveys, and where issues are 

present (e.g. sources of pollution). 

 

By combining large amounts of location-based datasets from 

a range of sources (RRT, organisations we work closely with 

and national organisations such as the Environment Agency) 

and analysing them using GIS software, we have so far 

identified: 

 

• Which man-made, in-river structures that prevent fish 

migration (there are 1000+ of these structures in the 

Ribble catchment) we should address, to open up the 

greatest amount of river habitat for fish. 

• Opportunities for local farmers to reduce the 

environmental impact their practices have, through 

reducing the amount of pollution reaching rivers. 

• Which hedgerows and dry-stone walls on Pendle Hill 

could have the greatest impact on reducing the risk of 

flooding downstream if they were restored. 

• How populations of fish are changing over the years, 

which areas of the catchment they’re struggling in, and 

which areas are strongholds that need protecting. 

• Where the creation of new woodland could link up 

existing woodland habitat, creating wildlife corridors 

across the landscape. 

• Where we should create woodlands in order to have the 

greatest benefits for river health and functioning, through 

reducing the risk of: 

▪ Excessive input of water from surface water runoff 

(which contributes to flood risk) – a risk that is 

increasing with climate change 

▪ Input of faecal matter from agriculture (which 

pollutes rivers) 

▪ Input of sediment from eroded topsoil (which 

damages in-river habitat for fish and invertebrates) 

▪ Sun exposure (which heats rivers to temperatures 

that are dangerous for wildlife), which will help to 

mitigate the effects of climate change 

▪ A combination of the above, thus achieving 

multiple benefits. 

• Locations where the improvement of access to and the 

condition of public open spaces could have the greatest 

benefits for both people (in terms of health, wellbeing and 

fitness) and the environment. 

• Opportunities to enhance ‘Ecosystem Services’ (benefits 

that humans freely gain from the natural environment) 

across the catchment. 

 

GIS software also enables us to easily share this information 

with other organisations – helping to promote partnership 

working to achieve common goals – and produce informative 

maps to share with the public, to more easily get important 

messages across. 
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Mapping 
Like many environmental organisations, the 

Trust uses a specialised piece of computer 

software called a Geographic Information 

System (GIS) to store and display location-

based data in the form of maps.  This 

software is invaluable in helping the Trust to 

determine where work should be focused, 

thus making the best use of the resources 

(time, money and people power) available. 

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2019; © Environment Agency 
copyright and / or database rights 2019. All rights reserved.; © Durham University 2015; ©  Ribble 
Rivers Trust 2019  
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Research  
Working in an evidence-led way has always been core to 

how the Trust operates. Making sure the techniques we use 

for river restoration are aligned with best practice is very 

important, ensuring we continue to be effective in how, 

where and on what we target our resources. Part of this 

strategy means we conduct research alongside students 

and researchers to evaluate our works and to learn more 

about our wonderful catchment.  

DO TREE PLANTING, FENCING 

AND WEIR REMOVALS MAKE 

FOR MORE RESILIENT 

ECOSYSTEMS? 
 

Last year, we reported 

that Charlotte Pike (Queen Mary 

University of London/ Wild Trout 

Trust placement), was working on 

her M.Sc. project investigating how 

aquatic foodwebs are impacted 

by Ribble Rivers Trust’s work. 

Looking at fish and 

invertebrates using a technique 

called ‘stable isotope analysis’, 

Charlotte examined what was 

eating what before and after habitat 

restoration work at Bashall Brook 

and the removal at Bluebell Wood 

weir on the River Calder. 

Charlotte’s results indicated the 

beginnings of a positive response 

from invertebrates to restoration 

work with the range of their food 

resources increasing after 

restoration. This is considered to be 

because of an increased range of 

resources provided by habitat 

restoration schemes 

and potential improvements in 

habitat type and quality upstream of 

the weir after it’s removal. 

It is hoped these early indications 

will only improve, extending to the 

fish communities higher up the 

food chain which generally take 

longer to respond to restoration 

works.   

INVERTEBRATES ARE ENJOYING 
SWANSIDE BECK WEIR REMOVAL 
 

In July 2019, a small weir on Smithies 

Brook, near Clitheroe, was removed 

by Ribble Rivers Trust and a team of 

volunteers with thanks to a Europe-

wide crowd funding appeal lead by 

Dam Removal Europe (page 11).  

 

The weir was previously disrupting 

fish migration, with 12km of 

rivers upstream that are now more 

easily accessible for spawning fish.  

Additionally, the weir created locally 

degraded habitat, which will now be 

improved through the restoration of 

natural river processes and gravel 

movement. 

 

The Trust are keeping an eye on the 

site to see how fish, invertebrates and 

the habitat respond to the weir 

removal. While much of this 

monitoring is ongoing, early 

indications are looking good, with the 

invertebrate community responding 

positively.  

 

Sites around the weir and control sites 

downstream and upstream were 

sampled in 2018 (pre-removal) and 

again in 2019, one-month after 

removal.  

 

In 2018, sites around the weir had poor 

invertebrate diversity and abundance 

with only around 10 groups of species 

and less than 100 individuals found at 

each site.  In 2019, the sites around the 

weir responded rapidly to its removal 

with over 20 families and over 1000 

individuals found in each site!   

 

To see such a large change in a short 

time period has buoyed the Ribble 

Rivers Trust team, with excitement 

building to see the how the fish 

community responds as the quality of 

habitat improves at the site over the 

coming years.  

2018 (Pre-removal) 2019 (Post-removal) 

Downstream     

control site 

5m downstream of 

weir 

Upstream control 

site 

5m upstream of 

weir 
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Education 
When we launched the Ribble Life 

Together programme in 2017, education 

was always going to be one of our most 

important activities.  However, we had 

not anticipated how popular our new 

education programme would be in 

engaging and inspiring young people 

across the catchment.  

 

To date we have worked with over 

50 primary schools and over 3300 

pupils, not to mention our work with 

secondary schools, colleges and higher 

education institutions.  Indeed, one 

teacher summed up their 

experience last year as “easily one of the 

top ten experiences of a long teaching 

career”, following her school’s 

involvement in a bespoke package of 

sessions including water safety, Trout in 

the Classroom, fly casting, and our ever-

popular micro-safari where participants 

discover the mind boggling 

array of  invertebrates that live in our 

rivers.  

 

Building on our knowledge from 

past projects, we knew that for our river 

improvements, woodland and wetland 

creation schemes 

to truly succeed we would need the 

support of local 

communities.  When people learn about 

their local river heritage and understand 

why it’s important, they are more likely 

to be inspired to help improve and 

protect it.  And who better to engage 

with than the next generation?   

 

Our programme allows individuals to 

explore environmental issues, engage in 

problem solving, and take action to 

improve the environment.  As a result, 

individuals develop a deeper 

understanding of environmental issues 

and have the skills to make informed and 

responsible decisions to help protect 

it.  The components of environmental 

education are:  

• Awareness and sensitivity to the 

environment and environmental 

challenges  

• Attitudes of concern for the 

environment and motivation to 

improve environmental quality  

• Skills to identify and help resolve 

environmental challenges  

• Participation in activities that lead to 

the resolution of environmental 

challenges  

 

Environmental education does not 

advocate a pre-determined viewpoint or 

course of action.  Instead, through 

positive engagement, individuals learn 

how to consider various sides of an issue 

through critical thinking, developing 

problem-solving and decision-making 

skills.  It’s also a lot of fun! 



Corporate  
Sponsorship 

Case Study 
With a significant focus around 

carbon sequestration, we have 

been working towards 

quantifying the benefits our 

woodland schemes have. 

 

In the winter of 2019/20, we will 

be planting 9100 trees, equating 

to a whopping 2796 tonnes of 

carbon sequestered over the life 

time of these woodlands.   

 

This will also provide 

improvements in air quality by 

capturing particulate matter 

worth an estimated £16,338 due 

to the reduced health impacts 

caused by air pollution.  

 

The woodlands will also help to 

reduce flood risk, improve water 

quality, not just in our rivers but 

at our coastal bathing waters, 

and create habitat and improve 

the connectivity of woodlands 

for our native wildlife!  Lowe 

Maintenance were the first of 

our woodland corporate 

supporters in 2019, we hope that 

you will think about being our 

next! 

As Ribble Rivers Trust has grown as 

an organisation, and importantly in the 

amount of work it delivers to improve 

our environment, we have become 

better known by the public and 

businesses.  This has been particularly 

aided by a number of our flagship 

projects, which you will have read 

about in this newsletter, such as Ribble 

Life Together, and more recently 

Primrose Lodge Blue and Greenway 

Project.   

 

The current climate, pun intended, has 

meant that there is a growing public 

demand for sustainable products and 

from environmentally sensitive 

suppliers and sources.  Additionally 

there is increasing sense of 

responsibility from business to ensure 

that they are taking action to reduce 

carbon emissions as well as impacts on 

the environment.  This often takes the 

form of supporting environmental 

charities, from fund raising and 

donation of monies, to supplying 

materials and volunteering.  

 

Over the next few years, we will be 

seeking to expand support from 

businesses through our Corporate 

Supporters packages. There are 

different levels of support, with 

associated levels of benefit for the 

company.  However, we are also 

looking for project and activity specific 

support, and this enables us to better 

tailor the outcomes of our activities to 

our sponsors.  So whether you are 

giving purely altruistically, in support 

of your Corporate Social 

Responsibility, or to aid in delivery of 

your Sustainable Development goals, 

we can help. 

 

Areas where we have delivered 

include: 

• Good health and well being 

• Quality education 

• Clean water and sanitation 

• Decent work and economic growth 

• Reduced inequalities 

• Sustainable cities and communities 

• Responsible consumption and 

production 

• Climate action 

• Life below water 

• Life on land 

 

Our approach is evidence led, using 

either governmental organisation data 

and evidence, or data and evidence we 

have created.  Additionally, our 

approach is centred around ‘Natural 

Capital’: the earth’s supply of natural 

resources (e.g. soil, air, water), from 

which we derive a range of services 

that support human life (e.g. food, 

clean water, timber). We invest in the 

Natural Capital of the Ribble 

catchment to increase the provision of 

these services. This financially minded 

approach means we are well placed to 

talk to, and work with businesses. 

 

We would really encourage you to 

consider supporting us in the important 

work we are doing. You can be assured 

that your support is going into a “feet 

wet and hands muddy” organisation, 

working in the local area with local 

people, making a real difference for 

people, wildlife and businesses! 

 

Visit ribbletrust.org.uk or contact us 

directly for more information about 

how you can support us and the 

benefits of becoming a corporate 

sponsor give to the public, and to 

corporate sponsors. 
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How can you support your 
local Rivers Trust? 

Volunteer 

Other ways to 
support us: 

DONATE online with PayPal at 

ribbletrust.org.uk 

 

DEDICATE a woodland. 

Celebrate a memory by making a 

donation in return for a woodland 

dedication. 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY and help 

protect our rivers’ future by 

including us in your will. 

 

SHOP our fishing tickets - profits 

go towards river conservation;  

ribbletrust.org.uk/go-fishing.  

 

RAISE AWARENESS by 

following Ribble Rivers Trust on 

Facebook and Twitter and sharing 

our message. 

Be a supporter 
As a charity, we have had great success 

over the past 10 years in securing 

grants from a variety of funders, 

enabling us to keep delivering project 

after project to help improve our rivers. 
 

This success has only been made 

possible thanks to public support 

providing the vital seed funding that 

allows us to carry out the huge amount 

of work that goes into each grant 

application, not to mention helping to 

fund the office we work from and the 

vehicles we travel in. 
 

Our support base has, and continues to 

be, crucial- without it, we simply could 

not do what we do.  Join today by 

completing the form on the next page 

and help us to keep protecting and 

improving our rivers.  

From tree planting, fencing and 

Himalayan balsam pulling, to litter 

picks, fish surveys and riverfly 

monitoring, there are so many things 

you can do to help protect your local 

rivers and wildlife.   
 

We send out email bulletins whenever 

there are opportunities coming up and 

if you wish to take part, simply reply 

to the email to let us know.  

Experience is not required and we 

provide all the training, tools and 

brews - sometimes even biscuits!   
 

You can sign up to our volunteer 

mailing list at ribbletrust.org.uk 

Game and coarse fishing at several locations around the Ribble 
Catchment, including the main Ribble and Calder rivers.   

The Angling Passport scheme aims to highlight the importance of clean and 
healthy rivers as a valuable asset to recreation and the local economy.  

Proceeds from the ticket sales are invested back into river conservation. 

ribbletrust.org.uk/go-fishing 



 

Please return completed forms with payment to; 

Ribble Rivers Trust, c/o Hanson Cement, Ribblesdale Works, Clitheroe, Lancashire, BB7 4QF 

 Join the Ribble Trust 

Or join online at www.ribbletrust.org.uk 

As a charity, we rely entirely on supporters, donations and grants to continue the vital conservation of our 
rivers.  If you love nature and would like to make a difference, please join us. 

Your details 

Your subscription 

A little extra help 

Title Surname 

Forename(s) 

Address 

Postcode 

Telephone 

Email 

Your subscription is a donation towards our work.  The more 

you can afford to give, the more we can do to improve our 

rivers. 

Individual Supporter £3 per month 

Life Supporter £250 one-off payment 

Your own amount:  £                      per month/year 

Boost your donation by 25p of GiftAid for every £1 you donate 

at no extra cost to you!  GiftAid is reclaimed by our charity 

from the tax you pay for the current tax year. 

No - I don’t want to GiftAid it 

Name 

Yes - I want to GiftAid my donation 
and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years. 

Signature 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations 
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.   

Please notify us if you wish to cancel the declaration, change your name or address, 
or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 

Date 

Payment method 
Cash or Cheque  
Payable to ‘Ribble Catchment Conservation Trust’ 

Banker’s Order 
Please fill in your details below... 

Bank/Building Society name 

Branch Address 

Sort Code Account number 

Please pay to Ribble Catchment  

Conservation Trust Ltd. starting on      

and repeating  

£ 

         /         /         

annually / monthly  

Full name 

Address 

Postcode 

Signature Date 

Instructions to Bank or Building Society  
Account name: Ribble Catchment Conservation Trust Ltd. Sort 
Code: 16-29-34, Account Number: 10046013, Address: Royal 
Bank of Scotland Plc, The Butts, Rochdale, Lancashire, OL16 1EJ. 

Privacy Notice 
We will only use the details you provide here to communicate with 
you about your subscription.   
 
If you’d like to receive regular emails about our projects or 
volunteering, please tick the boxes below; 

 
 
 

 
We’ll keep your details secure and won’t share them with any third 
parties (unless you’ve selected GiftAid, in which case your details 
will be passed to HMRC).  
  
Should you wish to cancel your subscription, you may do so at any 
time by contacting us and requesting that your details be removed. 

Project  
updates 

Volunteering 
opportunities 

Individual Supporter £36 per year 



As a charity, we depend on the 
generosity of our supporters who care 
about the environment and want to 
make sure it’s protected for future 
generations.  Become a supporter of 
Ribble Rivers Trust today and together 
we can help make a difference. 

Complete and return  
the  form overleaf 

Subscription £36 per year or 
£3 per month 

As a supporter you will receive: 
 Annual newsletter  
 Mid-year e-newsletter 
 Water Friendly Homes guide 
 Supporters card 
 Discounts 
 Car window sticker 


