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Wildlife Surveys on the Ribble Catchment  
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Wildlife Surveys on the Ribble Catchment  

Crayfish 
 

Crayfish are freshwater crustaceans related to the lobster 

family and they live in the smaller tributaries of the river.  

Within the Ribble Catchment there are two kinds of  

crayfish - our na�ve white claws and the �merican si�nal 

crayfish.  The si�nals are an invasive species, introduced 

into the Ribble over ten years a�o, and  

currently restricted to two small  

tributaries.  They are lar�er than our 

na�ves and outcompete them for food, 

and they are well on their way to  

replacin� our white claws completely, 

not just on the Ribble but in the UK as 

a whole.  Furthermore, the si�nal  

crayfish predate heavily on fish e��s 

and juvenile fish and can decimate  

popula�ons.  They are also carriers of a 

pla�ue which, if transferred to a river containin� white 

claws, could wipe out the en�re popula�on.  &t is  

important when movin� from river to river that waders 

and equipment are disinfected to prevent the spread of 

the disease.  There is currently no known way of  

eradica�n� these invasive species in our catchment, but 

we can monitor their e(tent.  )cien�sts are currently  

workin� on methods to eradicate si�nal crayfish so that we 

can prevent the spread before it’s too 

late. &t is ille�al to catch any species of 

crayfish without a licence in the Ribble.  

&t is also ille�al to introduce si�nal  

crayfish into a river, or to return them 

if cau�ht.  +is�n�uishin� between the 

species can be difficult, so if you do 

happen across any crayfish within the 

Ribble Catchment it is important to  

report your si�h�n�s to the Trust. 
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Contact Gareth to be involved with fish surveys on 01200 444452 or email �areth@ribbletrust.com 



 

Water Voles 
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Wildlife Surveys on the Ribble Catchment  

56ers��
&n the 1780s, o6ers were absent from much of the UK due to 

over-use of pes�cides and e(cessive pollu�on enterin� our  

waterways.  Recently however, we have seen their numbers  

increasin� in the Ribble Catchment which indicates be6er water 

quality, improved habitat and sufficient food i.e. fish,  

invertebrates and small mammals.  +urin� the summer of 2011 

the Trust joined forces with the 9nvrionment ��ency’s o6er  

e(pert to train a number of volunteers in how to spot si�ns of 

o6ers.  5ne of the most reliable ways of determinin� whether 

o6ers are present at a site is to look for spraints which are  

usually le: on rocks in no�ceable places - their way of markin� 

their territory.  &t is also possible to look for paw prints, however 

they can easily be confused with other mammals.  �s well as havin� a small team of fully-trained o6er spo6ers coverin� 

the catchment, surveys are also done at every electrofishin� site.  The data that is collected is combined with the  

9nvironment ��ency’s data to �et a be6er picture of where o6ers are livin� in our catchment and how many there are.  

&nvertebrates 
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Contact Catherine to be involved with wildlife surveys on 01200 444452 or email admin@ribbletrust.com 



 

Salmon Tagging 
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www.ribbletrust.or�.uk;educa�on;salmon-ta��in� 

By Gareth Jones 

Contact Gareth about salmon ta��in� on 01200 444452 or email �areth@ribbletrust.com 

Grip Blocking Surveys 
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First grip blocked!! Grip surveying Models of grip impacts 



   Habitat Projects 

 

��
ach year, the Ribble Trust takes on various habitat schemes around the catchment.  Much of 

the work is focused on the smaller streams and tributaries as these are the ‘arteries’ of the 

river.  If all of these are healthy, the main river will be healthy.  Habitat projects seek to improve 

the in-stream and river bank habitat which �oes some way to reducin� di#use pollu�on.  This 

work helps to promote biodiversity.  �ith species such as salmon, trout, eels, o+ers, water voles, 

kin� fishers and bats bein� priority                                                                                                                           

Stock Beck 
Stock Beck is a priority area for the Trust - we’ve bein� doin� various habitat improvements here for 4 

years.  2011’s work saw 180 tonnes of �ravel added to the beck to replace �ravel that had been  

historically dred�ed.  's well as the �ravel, lar�e woody debris was added in strate�ic loca�ons to improve 

in-stream habitat and 1,600 metres of fencin� was erected to protect the banks from livestock.  2000 trees 

are also bein� planted to provide bank stability and create a woodland corridor alon� the stream. 

Easington & Hodder Bank 
Easin�ton is another area that the Trust has been workin� on for many years, and this year saw 400 metres of 

fencin� and over 2000 trees planted, all usin� volunteers!  't Hodder Bank, 850 metres of fencin� and 1200 trees 

were planted, a�ain all with the help of volunteers.  Similarly to Stock Beck we have created a corridor that we 

hope will link woodlands to�ether and stabilise river banks to reduce di#use pollu�on. 

Newton and Knowlmere 
The presence of lo�s and branches in a watercourse can create excellent habitat for fish, invertebrates 

and o+ers.  The trailin� branches and roots can also be u�lised to protect banks from excessive erosion.  

't two sites on the Hodder 5Oewton and Mnowlmere:, we iden�fied a lack of habitat and excessive bank 

erosion.  't Oewton we u�lised trees on the river bank that we carefully felled and placed in the river, 

while at Mnowlmere we used a tree that had fallen into the river that the owner had planned to remove, 

and instead we secured it to the bank. 

Barrow Brook 
This year we expanded an exis�n� habitat scheme on Barrow Brook to provide si�nificantly more riparian  

habitat but also to reduce an area of substan�al di#use pollu�on.  There were over 1000 trees provided by 

the �oodland Trust and planted by volunteers on this site.  �e also undertook Himalayan Balsam control. 

Cam and Gayle Beck 
(ast year’s inves��a�on into the reasons why 4am and Hayle don’t support the wildlife that they should iden�fied a lack of riparian  

ve�eta�on providin� shadin�, bank stability and habitat as one of the major causes, with the other cause was upland draina�e 5�rips:.  

�ith the �rip blockin� bein� undertaken on Blea Moor, to create a truly holis�c restora�on project we also undertook a riparian habitat 

scheme on Hayle and 4am Beck, and will be installin� lar�e woody debris next year. 



 

Fish Easements 

Oumerous weirs exist around the catchment that were constructed durin� the industrial revolu�on in  

order to power mills.  However this las�n� le�acy has a#ected river ecolo�y by preven�n� the natural 

downstream movement of �ravel, increasin� stream ener�y causin� erosion, and posin� barriers to  

upstream and downstream movement of a�ua�c wildlife.  Removal of weirs is the most preferable  

conserva�on ac�on to take, however some�mes they are s�ll in use or the removal may a#ect  

surroundin� land.  In this case, easements or passes need to be constructed to allow movement of  

a�ua�c species.  3urin� 2011, the Trust built four easements and passes and one weir was removed.   

's well as this, desi�ns were completed for a further 4 passes, 3 of which will be constructed in 2012. 

Before: the impassable weir 

'.er: a series of smaller steps 

Before: two impassable weirs '.er: two fish passes installed 

Before: the impassable weir '.er: a series of smaller steps 

Boyces Brook near Ribchester 
Boyces Brook flows from (on�rid�e Fell directly into the main Ribble below  

Ribchester.  ' weir which was historically constructed to feed a mill race posed a 

major barrier.  The Trust modified the weir to create a series of smaller steps that 

were easily mana�eable for fish in all flow condi�ons. 

The confluence of the Calder and Brun in the centre of Burnley 
Two fish passes were installed into the exis�n� weirs, achievin� the first milestone 

in allowin� fish mi�ra�on throu�h Burnley and beyond as part of our Lrban River 

Enhancement Scheme 5LRES:.   

Cockden Bridge over the River 

Don near Briercliffe, Burnley. 
The foo�n�s of 4ockden Brid�e 

5possibly an old ford: present a  

barrier on the River 3on.  The upper 

parts of the River 3on have excellent 

habitat and water �uality and  

re-connec�n� the downstream  

habitat is a key part of restorin� the 

river. 

 

Barrow Brook 
' weir on Barrow Brook, althou�h not the lar�est, s�ll presented a  

barrier to fish and also restricted �ravel movement.  By removin� the 

weir we were able to provide access to the upper part of the brook, 

but also facilitate the natural movement of �ravel downstream. 



 
By Jo Spencer 
 

The Ribble Rivers Trust is working in partnership with the Environment Agency to deliver ‘Ribble Life’; a DEFRA 


unded pilot scheme that will run un�l December 68A6"  Ribble (i
e is one o
 67 catchment pilots across  

England – aimed at e�ploring be+er ways to engage with people and organisa�ons to help improve the water 

environment at a local catchment level"  The pilots are being used to bring together di#erent organisa�ons to 

develop a shared understanding and agreement o
 what the issues are, how they should be tackled and how we 

can work together to get the best out o
 the catchment" 
 

Following a success
ul launch event held at Krockholes in -ctober 68AA, in which well over G8 organisa�ons and 

interested par�es a+ended, a 4ommunity Engagement -?cer has been appointed to co-ordinate ac�vity 

around engaging with local community groups and businesses in par�cular" 

Engagement through delivery 
 

We are currently developing a number o
 

ideas and /or projects that came 
rom the 

original launch including: 
 

• %den�
ying and tackling invasive   

species 

• Encouraging local community 

groups to take responsibility 
or a 

stretch o
 river by taking part in 

prac�cal ac�vi�es such as river 

clean-ups 

• =ollu�on preven�on campaigns 

• Surveying and monitoring works 

• -ngoing physical works including 

weir removals and habitat               

improvements 
 

We want to work alongside e�is�ng 

groups and organisa�ons in a way that 

encourages greater local par�cipa�on 

and there
ore achieves more 
or  

communi�es and our water environment"   

Get Involved 
 

%
 you have any ideas or know o
 any local organisa�ons that 

would like to be involved then please ask them to get in touch"   
 

For 
urther in
orma�on log onto www.ribblelife.org.uk and  

complete the online survey to tell us what you think about  

rivers in your area" 
 

You can also 
ollow the progress o
 the project on  

Twi+er @RibbleLife  

 

A catchment is an  

area �ith se�eral� o�en  

interconnected �ater bodies - 

ri�ers� lakes� ground �ater  

and coastal �aters. 

Contact Jo about Ribble Life on 01200 444452 or email ribblelife@ribbletrust.com 

Ribble Life 



 Burnley’s Urban River Enhancement Scheme 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The URES will enable us to construct a new fish pass on the 

River Krun in Thompson =ark, which together with the 

three passes constructed this year, will allow salmon to  

migrate 
rom Sea to Source on the 4alder and as 
ar up the 

Krun and associated tributaries as possible"  
 

We will also install a sequence o
 semi-natural pool and 

riVe river enhancements throughout the e�is�ng ‘raceway* 

o
 6"6 kms o
 river bed paved with cobble and concrete" 

4urrently this poor quality river habitat acts as a barrier 

and disconnects the natural river habitat above and below  

Kurnley, as well as inhibi�ng popula�ons o
 riverine species 

within the town centre"  
 

U�lising large boulders and woody debris and  

incorpora�ng areas o
 gravel we aim to create a wide 

range o
 habitats 
or invertebrates and fish" 4onstruc�ng 

o+er holts and habitat bo�es, we also aim to a+ract and 

provide sa
e homes 
or wildli
e including kingfishers, o+ers 

and dippers" 
 

All civil engineering works will be designed to ensure there 

will be no increase in the risk o
 flooding and will o
 course 

maintain 
ull structural stability o
 the river channel" 
 

We need your help to ensure URES is a success" %
 you have 

ideas 
or community projects, educa�on ini�a�ves, arts 

and interpreta�on or know about the history o
 the river 

and how we have used and benefi+ed 
rom it through the 

ages we would like to hear 
rom you"  

By Vic De�hurst 
 

In 2011 the Ribble Trust successfully raised £81,000 

thr�u�h the <erita�e (�+ery ;und 5<(;: t� de�el�  �ur  

Urban Ri�er Enhancement Scheme 5URES:.  
 

�e are currently �enera�n� ideas t� en�a�e the  

c�mmuni�es �f Kurnley in a �ide ran�e �f ac��i�es that 

�ill result in a sense �f ��nershi  and  ride in �ur Ri�er  

<erita�e, as �ell as meet the si�nificant challen�e �f ri�er 

enhancement and �ildlife c�nser�a��n. 
 

�ith y�ur su  �rt and crea��e ideas f�r a  r��ramme �f 

e�ents, ac��i�es and si�nificant  hysical im r��ements �e 

�ill c�m lete the sec�nd sta�e �f the a  lica��n t� the 

<(;.  �e als� h� e t� secure fundin� fr�m the (ancashire  

En�ir�nmental ;und, the En�ir�nment A�ency, United  

U�li�es and The Ri�ers Trust and in �ind c�ntribu��ns 

fr�m Kurnley K�r�u�h C�uncil and <ans�n Cement, t� 

raise a further £800,000.  
 

If successful, the URES �ill launch a further t�� year  

 r��ramme �f ri�er enhancement ac��i�es in Kurnley 

�hich aim t�:  
 

X Im r��e ri�er habitat c�nnec��ity  

X Pr��ide ne� habitat f�r ri�erine s ecies  

X Im r��e the �isual quality �f the ri�er t� enc�ura�e 

m�re c�nsidera��n fr�m the c�mmuni�es in Kurnley  

X Reduce the im acts �f ac��i�es in Kurnley �n the ri�ers 

d��nstream  

 

 

Raceway through Burnley town centre offers poor quality river 

habitat and acts as a 2.2 km long barrier for riverine species. 

"r#st impression of new semi-natural river habitat comprising  a 

pool and ri%e sec#on appro&imately '((m in length. 

Contact Vic about the URES on 01200 444452 or email vic@ribbletrust.com 



 

Invasive Species  

The Invasive Species Project  
By Adam Walmsley and Charlie Poate 
 

Invasive non-na�ve s e�ies 5IOO2: a	e ��o���� �o 
e 

��e se�ond mos� im o	�an� ��	ea� �o �lo
al  


iodive	si�� a.e	 �a
i�a� loss"  ' 68A8 	e o	�  

es�ma�ed ��e �os� o
 invasive s e�ies �o ��e LM  

e�onom� a� £A"7 
illion and ��ei	 im a�� is 	isin�"  

Invasive s e�ies ma� also 	ed��e ��e e�olo�i�al s�a��s 

o
 a 	ive	 w�i�� will jeo a	dise o�	 Wa�e	 F	amewo	k 

3i	e��ve �oals"  In ��e �i

le @alle� we �ave a va	ie�� 

o
 invasive s e�ies, some o
 w�i�� �ave 
een �e	e 
o	 

a lon� �me, o��e	s a	e mo	e 	e�en�"  &a�� o
 ��ese 

�on�	i
��es �o a 	ed���on o
 na�ve 
iodive	si�� and a 

de�	ada�on o
 ��e 	ive	 envi	onmen�"  

To �a�kle ��is  	o
lem, ��e �i

le �ive	s T	�s� �as se� 

�  ��e Lan�as�i	e Invasive 2 e�ies P	oje�� in  

 a	�ne	s�i  wi�� ��e &nvi	onmen� '�en��"  We �ave 

�wo new invasive s e�ies offi�e	s wo	kin� on ��e  

 	oje��"  T�e fi	s� s�a�e o
 ��e  	o�ess is �o ma  all ��e 

e�is�n� 	e�o	ds o
 invasive s e�ies ��	o���o�� ��e 

�o�n��"  We will ��en fill in ��e �a s in ��ese 	e�o	ds 

wi��in ��e �i

le Ca���men� 
� doin� some s�	ve�in� 

o�	selves"  T�e	e is also a we
si�e w�e	e  eo le �an 

	e�o	d ��ei	 own si���n�s o
 invasive s e�ies and see 

��ei	 	e�o	ds on ��e ma "  

 

We a	e wo	kin� in  a	�ne	s�i  wi�� lo�al an�lin� 

�l�
s �o se� �  a  	o�	am o
 mink s�	ve�in� and  

�on�	ol"  In ��e s 	in�, w�en ��e 
alsam, �o�weed 

and kno�weed s�a	� �	owin�, we will 
e �oin� o�� 

wi�� vol�n�ee	s �o s�a	� �akin�  	a���al a��on �o  

�on�	ol and e	adi�a�e ��ese weeds"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wo�ld also like eve	�one �o kee  ��ei	 e�es 

 eeled 
o	 invasive s e�ies w�en o�� and a
o��, and 

le� �s know o
 an�  ossi
le si���n�s 
� 	e�o	din� 

��em a�;  

www.lancashireinvasives.org 
 

I
 �o� a	e a landowne	 and �ave invasive s e�ies on 

�o�	 land, we wo�ld like �o �alk wi�� �o� a
o�� �ow 

we �an wo	k �o�e��e	 �o �on�	ol ��em"  '�ain,  lease 

�e� in �on�a�� via ��e  �one n�m
e	 o	 email 
elow" 
 

American mink  

Mink were released from fur farms and have quickly spread across 

�ri�ain! )hey ea� *sh and compe�e wi�h na#ve mammals 	u� �he 

	igges� �hrea� �hey pose is �o �he endangered wa�er vole!  

+ncouraging o,ers may help �o reduce �he impac� of mink! 

Himalayan balsam 

)his fas�-growing annual swamps ou� o�her plan�s and dies 	ack 

in au�umn leaving �he 	ank 	are and a� risk of erosion! �alsam 

spreads 	y seeds which are flung up �o 7 me�res from explosive 

pods! I� is 	es� con�rolled 	y pulling i� ou� 	efore i� flowers! 

Contact Adam or Charlie about invasives on 01200 444452 or email invasives@ribbletrust.com 

How you can help 
 

This project will rely heavily on involvement 

from volunteers and landowners.  We need 

volunteers to help survey for invasive  

species, pull balsam and spray knotweed. 



 

Angling Passport Scheme 

��
he Angling Passport Scheme was set up in 2010 to bring affordable fishing to all, as well as  

being a way of illustra�ng to riparian owners the value of a clean and healthy river.  The  

income that is generated from the scheme is divided between us and the owners of the beats, and 

our propor�on is fed straight back into our conserva�on work.  -ther rivers trusts across the LM 

run this scheme too and the tokens are interchangeable, which is a great opportunity for an 

affordable fishing holiday!  In 2011 three more beats were added to the original four, including the  

&nvironment Agency*s stretch of the �ibble and 4alder at >i+on.  We also added Ko+oms Keck 

near Stocks �eservoir which received only six visits over the course of the 2011 season, but with a 

total of 45 brownies caught between them!  Tokens and guides are available to purchase from our 

website, or you can call into the Aspinall 

Arms at >i+on where a stock of tokens are 

kept behind the bar. 

����������	�
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�������
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Paul Shorrock of Wilpshire purchased his first five angling tokens at 

the beginning of the 2011 season.  Since then he has returned 

twice for addi�onal tokens, saying Pthe scheme is a bargain for the 

quality of fishing.”  Here are two accounts of his experience at 

>earley Krook. 
�
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Paul added, PI have found >earley 

Krook to be the most fishable piece 

of water under the Passport 

Scheme, it's also the nearest to me 

and I think it's a bargain for one  

token.” 

A day’s fishing on the Passport beats with Paul 

Proctor, writer for Trout & Salmon Magazine,  

and Rod Calbrade, professional photographer. 



   PROJECTS FOR 2012 

If you would like to join or volunteer for  the Trust please contact us at: 

�ibble �ivers Trust, c/o Hanson 4ement, �ibblesdale Works, 4litheroe, Lancashire, KK7 4QF 

Tel: 01200 444452        email: admin@ribbletrust.com 

www.ribbletrust.org.uk 

 

     The Trust would like to say a huge thank you to all of our volunteers, members and contributors for their  

enthusiasm and con�nued involvement in helping the Trust restore and enhance our catchment*s rivers. 

 

Planting trees along the riverbank at Montford 

   THANK YOU! 

Working on Swanside Weir 

2012 will see the crea�on of E new fish passes, at least E more habitat schemes, invasive species control, and farm  

visits.  Kelow is a taste of some of the work we have planned: 


